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Introduction  

 

The Kansas Water Plan Accomplishments Report provides an update of programs and projects that receive 

funding from the State Water Plan Fund (SWPF).  The SWPF was established in 1989 to implement programs 

and projects that address issues identified in the Kansas Water Plan.  The fund typically generates around $20 

to $21 million dollars annually from a combination of sources including the State General Fund, Economic 

Development Initiative Fund, Clean Drinking Water Fee Fund and fees on water use, sale of fertilizer and 

pesticide registration, and pollution fines.  The fiscal year 2010 SWPF, like most state budgets, had rescissions. 

 

The report is organized by agency and program for State fiscal year 2010 and 2011 accomplishments and 2012 

ongoing activities.   

 

It is important to note that this report includes only programs and projects funded through the SWPF.  Many of 

the Kansas Water Plan issues addressed by these programs and projects are also addressed through efforts 

funded from other sources.  In many instances, State Water Plan funds are used in combination with other 

funding sources to support program activities and projects.  Multiple agencies and organizations at the federal, 

state and local levels are involved in addressing many of the issues identified in this report.   

 

For more information on the Kansas Water Plan and the state water planning process, go to www.kwo.org, or 

contact the Kansas Water Office at 1-888-KAN-WATER (785-526-9283). 

 

http://www.kwo.org/
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Contamination Remediation Program 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
 

 

FY 2010 Accomplishments (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010) 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation: $ 447,792.00  

 

Please refer to Attachments 1-3 for the breakdown of FY 2010 activities. Attachment 1 displays the FY 2010 

basin map, Attachment 2 lists the activities by basin, and Attachment 3 highlights project-specific 

accomplishments. 

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments (July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011) 

 

FY 2011 Appropriation:  $ 753,705.00  

 

Please refer to Attachments 4-6 for the breakdown of FY 2011 activities. Attachment 4 displays the FY 2011 

basin map, Attachment 5 lists the activities by basin, and Attachment 6 highlights project-specific 

accomplishments. 

 

FY 2012 Current/Future Activities (July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012) 

 

FY 2012 Appropriation:  $ 790,118.00  

 

Please refer to Attachment 7 for the table of FY 2012 activities in progress as of September 2011.  

 

 

FY 2010 Accomplishments (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010) 
 

FY 2010 Appropriation : $ 447,792.00 

 

During the FY 2010, there were 88 sites in the SWPCRP, with three new sites being added to the program. 

Program efforts were focused on characterizing contamination problems, identifying potential responsible 

parties (PRPs), evaluating the risk to human health and environment associated with the contamination, and 

remediation through cleanup or institutional controls. The majority of the SWPCRP sites are being addressed in 

response to groundwater impacts which have affected or threaten public and/or private drinking water wells. 

 

Sites within the SWPCRP continue to make progress through investigations and moving towards remediation. 

Sites are prioritized with a scoring system based on health risk to identify sites requiring immediate attention. 

The scoring system provides a tool to ensure funds are available for continuing investigations and cleanup 

evaluations, while allowing funding for more cost-intensive cleanup activities.  Investigations were conducted 

or were proposed at thirty-nine sites. Groundwater monitoring of remedial systems was conducted at eight sites. 

Thirty-eight sites underwent long term groundwater monitoring (LTM). Three sites were removed through 

reclassification based on long term monitoring results, completion of cleanup, or identification of responsible 

parties and deferral of the associated sites to other more appropriate KDHE programs.   

 

KDHE conducted an extensive search to identify PRPs for three sites. 
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Emergency response activities provided by the SWPCRP included providing two whole-house treatment 

systems for two private wells affected by the HABIT site in Yoder.  

 

The limited funding for FY 2010 posed particular funding challenges for the SWPCRP. KDHE reduced 

activities in the program as no actual cleanup activities occurred due to the limited funding. No action or 

monitoring was taken for 15 low-priority sites.  

 

EPA Superfund Match:  For the FY 2010, KDHE provided $87,017 in SWP funds for Superfund match money.  

These payments are for a required 10% cost share by the State of Kansas at EPA Superfund sites.  EPA 

Superfund sites are typically orphaned sites with no responsible parties or portions of the site are orphan and 

require the use of federal Superfund money to accomplish the clean up.  The federal Superfund law requires 

states to provide a 10% cost match for remedial activities and to take over long-term operation and maintenance 

of those remedial systems after ten years.  The sites that received Superfund match money were Ace Services, 

Inc. (Colby in the Upper Republican Basin) and 57
th
 & N. Broadway (Wichita in the Lower Arkansas Basin).  

 

 

Attachment 1: FY 2010 Basin Map 
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FY 2011 Accomplishments (July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011) 
 

FY 2011 Appropriation:  $ 753,705  

 

During the FY 2011, there were 86 sites in the SWPCRP, with four new sites being added to the program. 

Program efforts were focused on characterizing contamination problems, identifying PRPs, evaluating the risk 

to human health and environment associated with the contamination, and remediation through cleanup or 

institutional controls. The majority of the SWPCRP sites are being addressed in response to groundwater 

impacts which have affected or threaten public and/or private drinking water wells. 

 

Sites within the SWPCRP continue to make progress through investigations and moving towards remediation. 

Sites are prioritized with a scoring system based on health risk to identify sites requiring immediate attention. 

The scoring system provides a tool to ensure funds are available for continuing investigations and cleanup 

evaluations, while allowing funding for more cost-intensive cleanup activities.  Investigations were conducted 

or were proposed at thirty-five sites. Groundwater monitoring of remedial systems was conducted at nine sites. 

Thirty-six sites underwent long term groundwater monitoring. Six sites were removed through reclassification 

based on long term monitoring results, completion of cleanup, or identification of responsible parties and 

deferral of the associated sites to other more appropriate KDHE programs.   

 

KDHE conducted an extensive search to identify PRPs for three sites: Bendena RWD #2, PWS #1 (Bendena), 

Park PWS Well #1 (Park), and Pratt Oil Reclamation Company (Pratt). 

 

Emergency response activities provided by the SWPCRP included providing the City of Kanopolis a low cost 

treatment system for PCE contamination found in the Kanopolis Pubic Water Supply Well #1.  SWPCRP funds 

were also used to install, operate, and/or maintain treatment systems at four sites: Hudson Carbon Tetrachloride 

(Hudson), HABIT (Yoder), Kanopolis PCE (Kanopolis), and Konza Valley PWS #3 (Manhattan).  

 

An increase to SWPCRP funding in FY 2011 provided SWPCRP the opportunity to resume remediation efforts 

at a limited number of contaminated sites. Remedial efforts to address gross refinery waste and soil 

contamination adjacent to residential properties at the Sunflower Refinery Site were successfully completed. 

KDHE awarded an environmental consultant funding for a remediation project at the Scammon Smelter Site to 

encapsulate zinc smelter waste and soils impacted by heavy metals.  This project was started during this fiscal 

year but will be completed during the FY 2012 fiscal year.  

 

EPA Superfund Match:  For the FY 2011, KDHE provided $236,480 of SWP funds for Superfund match 

money.  EPA Superfund sites are typically orphaned sites with no responsible parties or portions of the site are 

orphan and require the use of federal Superfund money to accomplish the clean up.  The federal Superfund law 

requires states to provide a 10% cost match for remedial activities and to take over long-term operation and 

maintenance of those remedial systems after ten years. The sites that received Superfund match money were 

Ace Services, Inc. (Colby in the Upper Republican Basin) and Cherokee County OU6-Badger/Waco/Lawton 

(subsites in the Neosho Basin). 
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Attachment 4: FY 2011 Basin Map 
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FY 2012 Current Activities (July 1, 2011-Present) 
 

FY 2012 Appropriation: $ 790,118  

Current FY 2012 activities as of September 2011 include proposed and continued investigations for numerous 

sites, and remedial activities for one or two sites. Site investigations have been proposed or are continuing 

include the Lower Arkansas Basin sites FMGP-Wellington (Wellington), HABIT (Yoder), Pratt AAF (Pratt), 

and Pratt Oil Reclamation Company (Pratt); the Neosho Basin sites Cherokee Mining and Smelting (Cherokee) 

and Cherokee Zinc Company (Weir); the Smoky Hill-Saline Basin sites Fossil & Wichita Avenue (Russell) and 

Kanopolis Abandoned Salt Pile (Kanopolis); the Solomon Basin sites Englehardt Grain Company (Mingo) and 

Kans-Agra (Stockton); the Upper Republican Basin site Norton Carbon Tetrachloride (Norton); and the 

Verdigris Basin site Kanotex Refinery (Caney). In addition, the SWPCRP anticipates remedial activities will 

commence at the Neosho Basin sites American Spelter (Pittsburg), Scammon Smelter (Scammon), and based on 

bids possibly a third cleanup site. 

 

Please note that reduced SWPCRP staffing (one vacancy that can not be filled) will prevent KDHE from 

adequately addressing all SWPCRP contaminated sites. Sites have been prioritized and addressed based on their 

priority ranking. KDHE will continue working hard to prioritize and manage all SWPCRP sites in an efficient 

and streamline manner.  

 

Funding will also be used to pay the 10% match requirement at EPA Superfund sites. 
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TMDL Initiatives  
Kansas Department of Health and Environment  
 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation: $     157,400.00  

 

SFY10 culminated in the development and approval of eight lake TMDLs for eutrophication and siltation in the 

Neosho (2), Verdigris (5) and Walnut (1) Basins.  The 2010 Section 303(d) List of Impaired Waters was 

prepared and submitted to EPA on March 30, 2010, highlighting impaired waters in the KLR, Lower Arkansas, 

Upper Arkansas, Cimarron, Marais des Cygnes and Missouri Basins.  Work commenced on 13 TMDLs for 

streams in Northwest Kansas, including 7 in the Smoky Hill -Saline Basin, 4 in the Solomon Basin and 2 in the 

Upper Republican Basin. 

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2011 Appropriation:    $166,594.00  

 

SFY11 saw approval of the Kansas 2010 303(d) list and four of nine TMDLs from NW Kansas (all from Smoky 

Hill ï Saline basin) by the end of September.  Much of the year was spent developing and revising the analyses 

and text for the other five TMDLs (two from Smoky Hill ï Saline basin; 3 from Solomon basin).  Additionally, 

in concert with the ongoing State Nutrient Reduction Strategy, two phosphorus TMDLs for Big Creek in the 

Smoky Hill- Saline basin and Upper Prairie Dog Creek (including Keith Sebelius Reservoir) in the Upper 

Republican basin were finalized and submitted to EPA.  Technical work ensued on ten TMDLs from the 

Kansas-Lower Republican basin, as well as a number of TMDLs addressing old (circa 2002) listings from the 

Cimarron and Upper Arkansas basins. 

 

FY 2012 Current Activities 

 

FY 2012 Appropriation:  $237,097  

 

Within the first quarter of SFY12, the TMDLs from the Kansas-Lower Republican basin are slated to be 

completed and submitted to EPA by September 30.  Additional TMDL work is slated for the Upper Arkansas 

River basin and the Lower Arkansas River basin, including revisions to the Cheney Lake and Little Arkansas 

River TMDLs from 2000.  The Upper Arkansas and Cimarron Basin TMDLs should be submitted by the 

December 2011; the TMDLs for the Lower Arkansas Basin should be submitted by the end of SFY12.  The 

2012 Section 303(d) List of Impaired Waters is being prepared for submittal to EPA by April 1, 2012.  The 

303(d) list will emphasize impairments in the Missouri and Marais des Cygnes basins as well as those of 

Southeast Kansas (Neosho, Verdigris and Walnut).  Additionally, E coli and biological sampling has been 

underway for the past three years to assist in the listing and TMDL development process.  Incorporation of High 

Priority TMDL information into the 9-element watershed plans of the Watershed Restoration and Protection 

Strategy (WRAPS) groups has similarly been undertaken over these past three years.  Finally, blue-green algae 

investigations have been conducted the past two summers in response to blooms that hamper water supply and 

recreation use of lakes ranging from city park lakes to Federal reservoirs.  Some support of portions of the U.S. 

Geological Survey (USGS) stream gaging network continues to be an expenditure from the TMDL program in 

concert with the larger network support provided by the Kansas Water Office. 
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Local Environmental Protection Program 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation: $1,066,942.00  

 

All programs identity failing onsite wastewater systems in their areas and provide information to homeowners 

on the proper procedure to repair or replace the system.  Each program also maintains an active Information and 

Education Program focusing on the importance of proper onsite wastewater system maintenance, proper 

abandonment procedures for abandoned water wells, and protecting sources of private and public drinking 

water.  Staff development and training has been provided by all programs and LEPP representatives attend 

meetings and conferences sponsored by Kansas Environmental Health Association, Kansas Small Flows 

Association, Kansas Water Environment Association, Kansas Rural Water Association, Kansas Section 

American Water Works Association, and Basin Advisory Committees. 

 

Many LEP Program staff members have recognized the importance of participating in Watershed Restoration 

and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) program and other watershed based projects. The watershed projectsô 

Stakeholder Leadership Teams (SLT) have recognized that LEPP staff members are a valuable resource for 

technical assistance. Approximately 68% of the LEP Programs are active in the WRAPS Program by 

participating in WRAPS SLT meetings, providing inventories for onsite wastewater system and private water to 

determine those that lie within high priority areas or providing assistance with Nonpoint Source (NPS) pollution 

control planning. Representatives of eight programs serve on nine SLTs. An additional 22 programs actively 

participate in SLT meetings and activities. Participation of the LEP Programs in the Kansas WRAPS projects is 

summarized in the following table.  

 

WRAPS Project LEPP Program 

Cheney Reservoir Sedgwick 

Clarkôs Creek Rural Lakes LEPG* 

Delaware Jefferson, Northeast Kansas Environmental Services* 

Kanopolis Reservoir 
Barton, Central Kansas LEPG, Ellis, Northwest LEPG, Tri 

Rivers LEPG* 

Lower Arkansas Sedgwick 

Lower Kansas Douglas, Leavenworth* 

Lower Little and Big 

Blue 
Riley 

Lower Smoky Hill Dickinson, McPherson 

Marais des Cygnes Douglas, Franklin 

Marion Lake Marion 

Melvern Lyon 

Middle Kansas Douglas, Pottawatomie*, Shawnee, Wabaunsee 

Missouri River Leavenworth* 

Neosho-Headwaters Lyon, Coffey*, Crawford* 

Neosho-Middle Neosho, Cherokee 

Neosho-Upper Alan 
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Prairie Dog Creek Northwest LEPG 

Spring River WRAPS 

Cherokee** (sanitarian also participates in the Spring River 

Watershed Group with Missouri and the Grand Lake O' The 

Cherokees Watershed Alliance Foundation as ex-officio board 

member) 

Twin Lakes Rural Lakes LEPG 

Upper Arkansas Central Kansas LEPG, Ford, Southwest Kansas LEPG 

Upper Wakarusa Douglas, Shawnee 

Waconda Lake Northwest LEPG, Phillips County LEPG 

 *  Indicates SLT member 

 **  Indicates SLT Chair 

 

Participation in these projects has also extended beyond the counties in Kansas to multi-state projects. Examples 

of these projects include an EPA Targeted Watershed Grant (TWG), the Grand Lake watershed and the United 

States Geological Survey (USGS) Ozark Aquifer Forum.  

 

A major component of the TWG is identification and replacement of failing onsite wastewater systems in the 

Marais des Cygnes Basin high priority target areas. Cost share funds in the amount of $39,000 were obligated to 

replace 39 failing systems. LEPP representatives from Anderson, Coffey, Franklin, Johnson, Linn, Lyon, and 

Miami counties participated on the Onsite Wastewater Technical Team. This team identified landowners with 

failing systems meeting the requirements of the grant, reviewed the applications, and approved contracts for the 

systems that met the grant criteria. Additionally, the Anderson County sanitarian serves on the TWG SLT 

organized for the grant.  Livestock, forestry, urban, and streambank stabilization projects have also been funded 

through this project. 

 

The Grand Lake watershed is a large complex watershed covering approximately 10,298 square miles located in 

parts of Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma. About 60% of the watershed lies within the Kansas state 

boundaries. Grand Lake Oô the Cherokees has become increasingly threatened by nutrient enrichment. A Lyon 

County LEPP staff member was appointed to the Grand Lake Watershed Alliance Foundation Stakeholder 

Advisory Committee in SFY2010. The Cherokee County Sanitarian is also an active participant in this 

committee. This committee provides advice, counsel, and assistance to the Grand Lake Watershed Alliance 

Foundation.  

 

Crawford County Environmental and Cherokee County LEPP staff members are active participants in the 

USGS Ozark Aquifer Forum. The Ozark Aquifer is an important water supply source for cities, rural water 

districts, agriculture, and industry in southeast Kansas, southwest Missouri, and northeast Oklahoma. Concerns 

about future water availability prompted by water-level declines and water-quality degradation have created a 

need to better understand this valuable resource in order to better address long-term management of the aquifer. 

A study is in progress to determine the future needs of these areas. 

 

Lone Star Lake, located in Douglas County, currently has an Eutrophication TMDL.  Homes around the lake 

were believed to be on septic systems servicing an unknown number of people.  Five permits for domestic 

sewage holding tanks located around Lone Star Lake were issued in 2009. The sewage generated from these 5 

cabins is now contained and no longer a threat to the surface water quality at Lone Star Lake.  Lawrence-

Douglas County LEPP staff collected eight fecal coliform samples from various representative areas of Lone 

Star Lake during August of 2009.   All the samples tested near 10 colonies/100 ml sample area; well below the 

standard of 200 colonies per 100 ml sample for recreational use. 
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Saline and Shawnee Counties participate in nurse training programs.  Saline County worked with 30 nursing 

students from Brown Mackie College and one nursing student from Kansas Wesleyan University to educate 

them on Environmental Health practices.  The training included a field tour to a private well, private lagoon, 

private septic system, Salina Landfill, and restaurant.  Shawnee County works with a nursing student in their 

last semester of college to demonstrate septic system installation and function, the proper procedure for private 

water well testing and the implications of high nitrate and coliform/fecal coliform bacteria in private water 

wells. 

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2011 Appropriation:   $980,000.00  

 

With the exception of the specialized projects, most LEPP activities discussed for FY2010 continued into 

FY2011.  

 

Clean Water Neighbor funds were utilized by two LEP Programs for projects that will be completed in FY 

2012. Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department will complete a sanitary survey at Clinton Reservoir and 

educate homeowners on the importance of proper onsite wastewater system maintenance. Rural Lakes LEPP is 

utilizing GIS to map private water wells and onsite wastewater systems across the five counties served by the 

program. The data from both projects will be shared with WRAPS projects, county conservation districts, and 

local planning commissions. 

 

FY 2012 Current Activities 

 

FY 2012 Appropriation:   $750,000 (Not SWP Funds) 

 

For FY 2012, 101 counties applied for and received grant funds. Two counties with adopted sanitary codes, 

Seward and Stevens, chose to continue participation in the technical and information/education aspects of the 

program without applying for funding. Chautauqua County actively participates in the program using the State 

minimum requirement for onsite wastewater and private water well. Participate by county is illustrated by the 

map below. 

 

 
 

The LEP Program will continue to focus on implementation of approved local environmental protection plans 

and administration of county sanitary codes.  Local LEPP staff will also continue to provide coordination and 
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assistance with WRAPS projects by providing onsite wastewater and private water well inventories to these 

groups and assisting with activities identified by the stakeholder leadership teams.  LEPP representatives will 

attend BAC meetings, provide assistance with priority issues, encourage county elected officials to attend BAC 

meetings and continue to participate in training opportunities and staff development.  Homeowners in high 

priority TMDL areas will be provided with information on their responsibility to assure adequate operation and 

maintenance of onsite wastewater treatment systems.  Watershed Field Coordinators and the LEP Program 

Manger are involved in preparing guidance documents on program issues affecting local LEP programs.  

 

 

Nonpoint Source Technical Assistance Program 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation:    $291,241 

 

Approximately half of the appropriation was awarded to the Bureau of Water, Watershed Management Section.  

Approximately 88% of the appropriation is allocated for personnel in the Watershed Management Section.  This 

funding is for approximately 3 FTEôs.  Watershed Management Section administers over 250 active grants 

including the 319 Program and the Local Environmental Protection Program (LEPP).  Approximately 65% of 

these grants are associated with the 319 Program and WRAPS program.  Highlights for the SFY 10 KS-

WRAPS Work Program included:  

¶ Execution of grant agreements and oversight of approximately 31 new grants 

¶ Continued oversight of numerous WRAPS projects in various phases in addition to Service Provider 

projects 

¶ Hosting of the fifth KS-WRAPS Conference held September 29
th
 in Great Bend 

¶ Continued work products from 4 active subcommittees (Evaluation, NPS Management Plan Update, 

Riparian, Sediment Management)   

¶ Update the KS-WRAPS Website 

¶ Implementation of the 9 Element Watershed Planning Guidance 

¶ Hosting 9 Element Plan Workshops 

¶ Solicit SFY 2011 projects  

¶ Design and execute the application portion of the Kansas Clean Water System  

 

Approximately half of the appropriation was awarded to the Bureau of Environmental Field Services to 

continue supporting three Watershed Field Coordinators.   See the Local Environmental Protection Program for 

description of program activities.   

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2011 Appropriation:      $245,617.00  

 

Approximately half of the NPS appropriation is awarded annually to the Bureau of Water, Watershed 

Management Section. Majority of the appropriate supports staff that (approximately 3 FTE).  Duties include 

administration of the LEPP, the Source Water Protection Program, WRAPS, the Clean Water Neighbor 

Program.  Duties also include managing projects (administration, financial assistance, information and 

education, project planning and evaluation, technical assistance and technology transfer), offering services to 

stakeholders, other agencies and organizations. 
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Approximately half was awarded to KDHEôs Bureau of Environmental Field Services. Approximately 2/3rds of 

the funding was used for three Watershed Field Coordinators (1/2 time = 1.5 FTE).  The remaining funds were 

used for Travel, Motor Vehicle, Communications and Supplies to support the three Watershed Field 

Coordinators.   

 

Detailed accomplishments are described in the Local Environmental Protection Program and Watershed 

Restoration and Protection Strategy Program sections. 

 

FY 2012 Current Activities 

 

FY 2012 Appropriation:  $374,044  

 

Approximately $140,323 will be awarded to the Bureau of Environmental Field Services for tasks similar to 

SFY 2011.  Approximately $233,721 will be awarded to the Bureau of Water, Watershed Management Section 

for tasks similar to SFY 2011.  Highlights for the upcoming year include:  

 

¶ Execution of grant agreements and oversight of approximately 24 new grants 

¶ Continued oversight of numerous WRAPS projects in various phases in addition to Service Provider 

projects 

¶ Continue the KS WRAPS Work Group bi-monthly meetings and tasks   

¶ Manage the KS-WRAPS Website 

¶ Continued technical support in completing 9 Element Watershed Plans 

¶ Solicit SFY 2013 projects  

¶ Maintain the Kansas Clean Water System  

¶ Initiate planning for the 2012 WRAPS Conference 

 

Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation: $431,312.00  

Basin SFY 2010 Supported WRAPS Projects 
Funding 

Source 

Kansas-

Lower 

Republican 

Upper Wakarusa WRAPS Implementation:  The project goals for UWW are to coordinate 

WRAPS implementation efforts and facilitate stakeholder cooperation, track status of 

achieving WRAPS goals, and assess concerns in high priority areas, specifically Deer Creek 

and Burys Creek. 

SWP 2009, 

2010 & 319 

Funds 

Tuttle WRAPS Implementation: This 1-Year Implementation Phase project will address 

several priority watershed impairments: sedimentation and streambank erosion and fecal 

coliform bacteria.  

SWP 2010 

 

 

 

Lower 

Arkansas 

 

Grouse Silver Creek WRAPS Implementation: The primary project goal is to implement 

practices to protect Grouse Creek (no TMDLs) and address Silver Creekôs TMDLs. They will 

be working with KDHE on revising their WRAPS Plan to meet the 9 elements.  

319 Funds 

Lower Arkansas WRAPS (Urban and Fringe) Development, Assessment, Planning:  Project 

goals are to develop a solid Stakeholder Leadership Team, identify existing information and 

data gaps to develop an assessment protocol and write a 9 element watershed plan.  

319 Funds 

Lower Ark WRAPS Development, Assessment and Planning (SG. County and outlying 

counties): Project goals are to develop a solid SLT, identify existing information and data gaps 

to develop an assessment protocol and write a 9 element watershed plan.  

319 Funds 
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Basin SFY 2010 Supported WRAPS Projects 
Funding 

Source 

Cheney WRAPS Implementation: This implementation phase project is focusing on small 

livestock facilities, streambank stabilization and No-till for SFY 2010. Another emphasis has 

been to assist CRP land owners in converting to a grazing system with fencing and other 

needed attributes. In addition to the WRAPS activities, Cheney has been working closely with 

their Conservation Effects Assessment Project sponsored by USDA.   

319 Funds 

 

Missouri  

Missouri WRAPS Implementation: Missouri WRAPS Project will begin implementation of a 9 

Element watershed plan. Priority areas for BMP implementation will be focused in the Big 

Nemaha and Wolf River basins, and a streambank stabilization demonstration project will be 

developed in a priority area of the watershed.   

319 Funds 

Marais des 

Cygnes 

Marmaton WRAPS Assessment and Planning: Marmaton WRAPS will continue to collect 

water quality monitoring data via KSU to assess water quality conditions within the watershed. 

These data will be utilized by the SLT to develop priority areas of implementation as well as 

for further calibration of AnnAGNPS modeling performed by KDHE.   

319 Funds 

Hillsdale Reservoir WRAPS Implementation: Hillsdale Reservoir WRAPS Project will begin 

implementation of a 9 Element watershed plan. BMP implementation activities will be focused 

in the Big Bull Creek and Little Bull Creek HUC 12 watersheds.   

319 Funds 

Melvern Reservoir WRAPS Implementation. Project goal: reduce nonpoint source pollution 

entering Melvern Lake and tributaries with major emphasis on stream TMDLs.   
319 Funds 

Pomona Reservoir WRAPS Implementation: Pomona WRAPS will conduct a BMP auction in 

an effort to place cost-effective BMPs on the ground within the watershed.  
SWP 2010 & 

319 Funds 

Neosho 

 

John Redmond Lake/Neosho River WRAPS Development ï Eagle Creek WRAPS 

Implementation: The project goal includes implementing management practices to address 

water quality impairments identified in TMDLs.  

319 Funds 

Twin Lakes WRAPS Implementation: The Twin Lakes WRAPS will continue to implement 

BMPôs including but not limited to winter feeding site restoration, riparian fencing, bale ring 

pad installation and buffer strips aimed at achieving the TMLDs.   
319 Funds 

Spring River WRAPS Planning: The project goal is to develop a stakeholder leadership team 

to lead WRAPS effort; compile watershed information and educate the public on watershed 

concerns. 

319 Funds 

Upper Fall River WRAPS Implementation: The Upper Fall River WRAPS will continue to 

implement BMPôs focused on remediation of brine sites, erosion/gully control practices, 

buffers and waterways and terraces aimed at achieving TMDLs. 

319 Funds 

Neosho Headwaters WRAPS Implementation: Neosho Headwaters WRAPS will begin 

implementing their 9 element watershed plan in early 2010.  BMPôs identified in this plan 

include streambank stabilization projects, riparian fencing, alternative waste water systems and 

livestock watering facilities.   

319 Funds 

Middle Neosho WRAPS Implementation: The Middle Neosho WRAPS will start 

implementing BMPôs with the conclusion of a watershed plan.  Priority BMPôs aimed at 

achieving the TMDL will include proper storage and application of poultry litter, nutrient 

management plans, workshops regarding benefits of woodland and grass buffers and no-till 

conversion.   

319 Funds 

Smoky Hill-

Saline 

Upper Lower Smoky WRAPS Implementation: Upper Lower Smoky Hill River Watershed 

WRAPS will continue streambank assessment through The Watershed Institute as well as 

work towards finalizing a 9 Element watershed plan. 

319 Funds 

Kanopolis WRAPS Implementation: Kanopolis WRAPS will continue to assist with BMP 

implementation within the Big Creek and Middle Smoky Hill River watersheds.   
319 Funds 

Upper 

Arkansas 

Upper Arkansas WRAPS Implementation: Implementation Phase goals include using other 

project field days to demonstrate and discuss proper manure management. The project will 

rely heavily on the local extension agents to keep the SLT engaged, growing and focused on 

implementing the watershed plan.   

319 Funds 

 

Upper 

Republican 

Prairie Dog Creek WRAPS Assessment and Planning: Prairie Dog Creek WRAPS will work 

on developing a 9 Element watershed plan for the watershed as well as assist landowners 

within the watershed with BMP implementation utilizing funding sources such as EQIP, CRP, 

SCC, etc. 

319 Funds 
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Basin SFY 2010 Supported WRAPS Projects 
Funding 

Source 

Verdigris 

Toronto WRAPS Implementation: The Toronto WRAPS will start implementing BMPôs upon 

the completion of the 9 element watershed plan.  BMPôs that are of high priority include 

pasture erosion controls, moving of winter and watering sites, brine site remediation and a 

streambank stabilization project.   

319 Funds 

Walnut  

 

 

El Dorado Development, Assessment and Planning: This is the newest project supported by 

WRAPS financial resources.  The project goals are to develop a Stakeholder Leadership Team, 

identify and confirm additional needs above and beyond the existing studies performed by the 

USCOE.  

319 Funds 

 

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2011 Appropriation:   $548,696.00  

 

 

There are currently 36 active WRAPS groups in Kansas, covering approximately 48% of the state.  Following is 

a map of current WRAPS watersheds and a summary of projects funded with FY 2011 funding. 

 

Map of Current WRAPS Watersheds 

 
 

Table 1. SFY 2011 Supported Wraps Projects 

Basin SFY 2011 Supported WRAPS Projects 
Funding 

Source 

Kansas-

Lower 

Republican 

Upper Wakarusa WRAPS Implementation:  The project goals 

for UWW are to coordinate WRAPS implementation efforts 

and facilitate stakeholder cooperation, and specifically outline 

WRAPS goals and tracking efforts in a 9 element watershed 

plan. 

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

FI

BU

CL

RN

SUBA

TH

LG

FO

NS

RA

SH

LY

EL

PLCN

BT

CA

SG

GO

PT

TR

GW

NT

KE

ME

RS

SD

HM

JW

SF

DC

OB

DK

MN

MS

GY

MP

GH

SM

RO

LEGL

WA

HP

KM

HG

JA

LC

CS

WS

SV

PN

SA

LB

ST

MI

PR

OT

RP

SC

CMMT

RC

JF

OS

CD

WB

RH

CF

EK

RL

BB

LN

CY

NM

MC

MREW

KW

ED

FR

WH

CQ
CK

AN

HSGT

AL

CR

BR

LV

MG

SN

SW

HV

NOWL

JO

AT

DG

WO

DP

GE

WY
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Clarks Creek WRAPS Implementation:  The Clarks Creek 

WRAPS is primarily focusing on installation of buffer strips, 

promoting conversion of conventional tillage to no-till systems 

and promoting soil testing though an EPA grant. 319 Funds 

Lower Kansas WRAPS Implementation:  This implementation 

Phase project will focus on and address bacteria issues in one 

geographical area with livestock BMPs and work to complete a 

9 element watershed plan. 

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Middle Kansas WRAPS Implementation: This Implementation 

Phase project will continue utilizing 2 focus groups previously 

developed in order to better target BMPs within such a large 

project scope and work to complete a 9 element watershed 

plan. 

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Delaware WRAPS Implementation: This 3 year 

Implementation Phase project will address 4 priority watershed 

impairments: sedimentation, nutrient loading, fecal coliform 

bacteria, and outreach through a variety of implementation 

practices and work to complete a 9 element watershed plan. 

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Milford WRAPS will focus on reducing nutrient and sediment 

loads entering Milford Reservoir by 30% as well as addressing 

watershed TMDLs through cropland and livestock BMPs. SWP 2011 

Tuttle WRAPS Implementation: This 3 Year Implementation 

Phase project will address several priority watershed 

impairments: sedimentation and streambank erosion and fecal 

coliform bacteria as outlined in a completed 9 element 

watershed plan. 319 Funds 

Lower 

Arkansas 

Little Arkansas River WRAPS Implementation: They will be 

signing up farmers to implement Atrazine BMPs, Cropland, 

Streambank and Livestock BMPs.  The project will continue to 

meet with Wichita on stream bank stabilization issues and 

regarding the proposal for returning water treatment system 

sediment byproduct to the river.  In addition, the project will be 

working to complete a 9 element watershed plan.  SWP 2011 

Cheney WRAPS Implementation: This implementation phase 

project continued to focus on small livestock facilities, 

streambank stabilization and No-till in SFY 2011. In addition, a 

project emphasis was placed to assist CRP land owners in 

converting to a grazing system with fencing and other needed 

attributes. In addition to the WRAPS activities, Cheney 

continued to work closely with their Conservation Effects 

Assessment Project sponsored by USDA and work to complete 

a 9 element watershed plan.   319 Funds 

Missouri  

Missouri WRAPS Implementation: Missouri WRAPS Project 

will continue the development of a 9 Element watershed plan. 

Priority areas for BMP implementation will be focused in the 

Big Nemaha and Wolf River basins, and a streambank 

stabilization demonstration project will be developed in a 

priority area of the watershed.  SWP 2011 
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Marais des 

Cygnes 

Marmaton WRAPS Assessment and Planning: Marmaton 

WRAPS will continue to collect water quality monitoring data 

via KSU to assess water quality conditions within the 

watershed. These data will be utilized by the SLT to develop 

priority areas of implementation as well as for further 

calibration of AnnAGNPS modeling performed by KDHE.  SWP 2011 

Melvern Reservoir WRAPS Implementation: The primary 

implementation goal is to reduce nonpoint source pollution 

entering Melvern Lake and tributaries with major emphasis on 

stream TMDLs.   

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

The Middle Marais des Cygnes 319/WRAPS project will 

continue working with land owners in the Marais des Cygnes 

basin to protect and rehabilitate riparian areas and forestland 

through information education and technical assistance.    

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Pomona Reservoir WRAPS Implementation: Pomona WRAPS 

will conduct a BMP auction in an effort to place cost-effective 

BMPs on the ground within the watershed.  

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Neosho 

Marion WRAPS Implementation: Marion WRAPS will 

continue to implement BMPôs focusing on installing terraces, 

alternative water sources and conversion of cropland to 

permanent vegetation aimed at achieving the TMDL. Areas 

identified in the Marionôs Rapid Watershed Assessment will be 

targeted for BMP installation.   319 Funds 

Twin Lakes WRAPS Implementation: The Twin Lakes 

WRAPS will continue to implement BMPôs including but not 

limited to winter feeding site restoration, riparian fencing, bale 

ring pad installation and buffer strips aimed at achieving the 

TMDLs.   319 Funds 

Neosho Headwaters WRAPS Implementation: Neosho 

Headwaters WRAPS will begin implementing their 9 element 

watershed plan in early 2010.  BMPôs identified in this plan 

include streambank stabilization projects, riparian fencing, 

alternative waste water systems and livestock watering 

facilities.   

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Smoky Hill-

Saline 

Kanopolis WRAPS Implementation: Kanopolis WRAPS will 

continue to assist with BMP implementation within the Big 

Creek and Middle Smoky Hill River watersheds.   

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Verdigris  

Toronto WRAPS Implementation: The Toronto WRAPS will 

start implementing BMPôs upon the completion of the 9 

element watershed plan.  BMPôs that are of high priority 

include pasture erosion controls, moving of winter and 

watering sites, brine site remediation and a streambank 

stabilization project.   

SWP 2011 

& 319 Funds 

Upper Fall River WRAPS Implementation: The Upper Fall 

River WRAPS will continue to implement BMPôs focused on 

remediation of brine sites, erosion/gully control practices, 

buffers and waterways and terraces aimed at achieving 

TMDLs. 319 Funds 
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FY 2012 Proposed Activities 

 

FY 2012 Appropriation:  $716,351  

 

KDHE allocated $1.9 million of FY 2011 Section 319 grant funds to establish a $2.6 million KS-WRAPS fund 

for FY 2012, the anticipated FY 2012 KS-WRAPS appropriation will continue to primarily support current 

project activities.  Currently 18 of the 20 federal reservoirs with public water supply functions are served by a 

WRAPS project.  Given this and the funding constraints, KDHE anticipates limited opportunity to initiate new 

WRAPS development activities.   

 

Treece Superfund Relocation Assistance Project 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
 

Treece is one of the subsites of the Cherokee County superfund site.  This is a former mining area covering 

about 115 square miles. It is part of a larger area sometimes called the Tri-State Mining District, which 

encompasses approximately 2,500 square miles in southeastern Kansas, southwestern Missouri, and 

northeastern Oklahoma. Over one hundred years of widespread lead and zinc mining created piles of mine 

tailings which covered over 4,000 acres in southeastern Cherokee County. The mine tailings contain lead, zinc, 

and cadmium which have leached into the shallow groundwater. Run-off from the waste piles also moves 

contaminants into nearby streams.  

 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Regions VI and VII coordinated with the Kansas 

Department of Health & Environmentôs (KDHE) Bureau of Environmental Remediation (BER) to develop a 

program to assist with the relocation of residents and businesses in the community of Treece, Kansas.  

 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation: $     0  

 

Though no funding was appropriated, during the fiscal year, a relocation assistance trust was formed to 

administer relocation assistance to the residents in the affected area.   

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation:  $   350,000  

 

EPA is providing $3.5 million to the Kansas Department of Health & Environment (KDHE) to fund the buyout 

of qualified occupants in the affected area.  The State Water Plan Fund was appropriated to KDHE to fund the 

required 10% cash match.  The total available for the relocation project is $3,888,888.  KDHE and EPA Region 

VI negotiated a cooperative agreement that allows the use of in-kind services to be applied to the state match for 

this project.  In-kind services include KDHEôs labor and expenses incurred during the administration of the 

Program. 

 

FY 2012 Current Activities 

 

FY 2012 Appropriation:  $     No additional funding  

Planned completion of the buy-out is June, 2012.   

 



 

 20 

Ogallala-High Plains Aquifer Assessment 
University of Kansas, Kansas Geological Survey 
 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

FY 2010 Appropriation:  $28,800  

 

¶ Enhanced the PST+ project, which is focused on the development of a database of detailed lithologic 

information extracted from well logs for use in aquifer characterization, for GMD3.  These data were used 

to improve the GMD3 ground-water flow model.   

¶ Enhanced the Index/Calibration Well Project being conducted on the aquifer by additional analysis of the 

effect of atmospheric pressure variations on ground-water levels. 

¶ Provided assistance to the GMDs for their use in developing aquifer subunits or other approaches to water 

management.   

GMD3:  Determined current water quality, especially uranium concentration and distribution, and factors 

controlling spatial variations in water quality, in the aquifer in the Arkansas River corridor as a cooperative 

project with the District. 

GMDs 3 and 4:  Monitored water levels using pressure transducers (from the DWR) in a few to several 

wells in areas around two index wells. 

GMD3: Assisted in identifying a high priority area for the EQUIP program and then running the re-

allocation process on water rights in the area. 

GMDs 1 and 3:  Gave presentations on aquifer water levels at annual board meetings. 

¶ Gave presentations to the Cimarron BAC on the salinity (high sulfate) distribution in the Ogallala-High 

Plains aquifer in Morton County and on water quality of the Cimarron River and its relationship to ground 

water quality in the aquifer.  

¶ Assisted the KWO in updating the High Plains Aquifer High Priority Areas Map. 

¶ Maintained and updated the web pages containing information on the Ogallala-High Plains aquifer 

http://www.kgs.ku.edu/HighPlains/index.shtml. 

 

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments 

FY 2011 Appropriation:  $ 28,800  

 

¶ Enhanced the Index/Calibration Well Project being conducted on the Ogallala-High Plains aquifer in 

western Kansas by detailed interpretation of hydrographs from the index wells and additional neighboring 

wells, and assisting GMD4 with web development to display a real-time hydrograph of the Thomas county 

index well on the District's main web page. 

¶ Provided assistance to the Groundwater Management Districts (GMDs) for their use in developing aquifer 

subunits or other approaches to water management.   

GMD3:  Continuation of determination of water quality, especially uranium concentration and distribution, 

and factors controlling spatial variations, in the aquifer in the Arkansas River corridor as a cooperative 

project with the District. 

GMD4:  Provided a spreadsheet showing average water-level changes for 2007-2011 by wells measured 

each year and wells measured only between each time period. 

GMDs 1, 3, and 4:  Gave presentations on aquifer water levels at annual board meetings. 

¶ Assembled water-level data in the CREP area along the Arkansas River corridor for assisting in the 

assessment of effects of the program. 

¶ Briefed the KDA-DWR on behalf of GMD3 on the water rights re-allocation tool. 

¶ Estimated playa recharge locally and across entire aquifer for Kansas Water Forum session. 

http://www.kgs.ku.edu/HighPlains/index.shtml
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¶ Maintained and updated the web pages containing information on the Ogallala-High Plains aquifer 

http://www.kgs.ku.edu/HighPlains/index.shtml. 

 

 

FY 2012 Current Activities  

FY 2012 Appropriation:  $ 26,841 

 

The KGS is providing assistance to the western GMDs, KWO, and DWR on water use, water levels, water 

rights, hydrogeologic characteristics, and ground-water quality of the Ogallala-High Plains aquifer as 

appropriate for technical support for aquifer management, assessment, and planning. For example, water-level 

and other data in the CREP area along the Arkansas River corridor are being analyzed to assist the KWO in 

assessing effects of the program. The study of ground-water quality along the Arkansas River in cooperation 

with GMD3 is continuing. Additional activities directed at enhancing the Index/Calibration Well Project will 

continue. The KGS plans to revise and update the web pages containing data and information on the Ogallala-

High Plains aquifer as new data, analyses, and maps become available and are developed.   

 

 

http://www.kgs.ku.edu/HighPlains/index.shtml
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Abandoned Well Plugging/ Site Remediation 
Kansas Corporation Commission, Conservation Division 
 

 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Transfer: $288,000 

 

 

RIVER BASIN 

FY 2010              
ABANDONED WELLS 

APPROVED/PLUGGED 
FY 2010                         

ACTUAL COST (TO DATE) 

Kansas-Lower Republican 3 $14,301 

Lower Arkansas 1 $9,584 

Marais Des Cygnes 49 $79,168 

Neosho 175 $550,252 

Smoky Hill-Saline 41 $335,445 

Upper Arkansas 1 $18,407 

Upper Republican 1 $17,345 

Verdigris 50 $256,205 

Walnut 4 $57,896 

TOTALS  325 $1,338,603* 

 

* The KCC has plugged 319 of the 325 wells approved during FY 2010.  Plugging operations are still in 

progress on the remainder. 

 

 

REMEDIATION PROJECT WORK INITIATED IN FY2010 (7/01/2009 TO 6/30/2010) 

(6/30/2010) REMEDIATION SITE  ACTIVITY  ESTIMATE / BID  ACTUAL PAID t/d  

DISTRICT 2 ï WICHITA  

 

   

  

  BURRTON SITE ANNUAL SMPLS  $4,638 $4,638 

  HOLLOW -NIKKEL SITE  ANNUAL SMPLS  $2,726 $2,726 

  VOSHELL SITE  ANNUAL SMPLS  $335 $335 

  McPHERSON-JOHNSON SITE ANNUAL SMPLS  $622 $622 

   
 

 
  

  SELTZER-BITIKOFER  GEO-CORE PROBES $1,725 $1,725 

  

   

  

  

YEOMAN SITE, KM Co.  
INSTALL SIX 

MONITOR / 

RECOVERY WELLS  

$63,957 $56,983 

  

   

  

CONSERVATION DIVISION TOTAL FY  2010   $74,003 $67,029 
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FY 2011 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2011 Transfer: $374,865 

 

 

RIVER BASIN 

FY 2011               
ABANDONED WELLS 

APPROVED/PLUGGED 
FY 2011                         

ACTUAL COST (TO DATE)  

Kansas-Lower Republican 5 $20,242 

Lower Arkansas 10 $109,528 

Marais Des Cygnes 59 $235,628 

Neosho 135 $392,254 

Smoky Hill-Saline 1 $903 

Verdigris 143 $398,188 

Walnut 3 $30,433 

TOTALS TO DATE  356 $1,187,176* 

 

* The KCC has plugged 254 of the 356 wells approved during FY 2011.  Plugging operations are still in 

progress on the remainder. 

 

REMEDIATION PROJECT WORK INITIATED IN FY2011 (7/01/2010 TO 6/30/2011) 

(6/30/2011) REMEDIATION SITE  ACTIVITY  ESTIMATE / BID  ACTUAL PAID t/d  

DISTRICT 2 - WICHITA  

   

  

  BURRTON SITE ANNUAL SMPLS  $3,811 $3,811 

  HOLLOW -NIKKEL SITE  ANNUAL SMPLS  $2,239 $2,239 

  VOSHELL SITE  ANNUAL SMPLS  $275 $275 

  McPHERSON-JOHNSON SITE ANNUAL SMPLS  $511 $511 

   
 

 
  

  EL DOR AM LEGION GC  SITE INVESTIGATION -GPR $6,300 $4,300 

   
 

 
  

  EB-3C SITE (BURRTON) GEO-PROBE $2,000 $1,350 

  EB-3C SITE (BURRTON) WATER SAMPLE TESTING  $1,000 $1,000 

   
 

 
  

CONSERVATION DIVISION TOTAL FY  2011   $16,136 $13,486 

 

 

FY 2012 Current Activities 

FY 2012 Transfer: $400,000 

 

ABANDONED WELL PLUGGING & SITE REMEDIATION    

FISCAL YEAR 2012 FORECAST: APPROVE 326 WELLS FOR PLUGGING   

    

FUND REVENUE SOURCES:   

STATE GENERAL FUND  $0 

STATE WATER PLAN  $400,000 

1/2 FEDERAL MINERAL ROYALTY TRUST  $841,911 
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CONSERVATION  FEE FUND (2130) $400,000 

SALVAGE  $5,000 

INTEREST $8,500 

MISC. $2,500 

    

TOTAL AVAILABLE  $1,657,911 

LESS REMEDIATION  $30,000 

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR ABANDONED WELL PLUGGING  $1,627,911 

(FY 2012 ESTIMATE:  326 WELLS AT $5,000 PER WELL AVERAGE COST)   

 

 

 

PLUGGING PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS FROM 7/1/1996 TO 9/20/2011: 

RIVER BASIN 

FY97 - TO DATE               
ABDN. WELLS 

APPROVED/PLUGGED 

FY 1997 -                  
TO DATE          

ACTUAL COST  

NUMBER OF KNOWN                
ABANDONED WELLS                 

STILL REQUIRING ACTION 

Cimarron 2 $8,285 0 

Kansas-Lower Republican 51 $213,038 151 

Lower Arkansas 122 $1,180,524 45 

Marais Des Cygnes 1876 $5,700,818 518 

Missouri 7 $25,397 18 

Neosho 3517 $8,768,607 1764 

Smoky Hill-Saline 289 $2,254,875 54 

Solomon 72 $496,916 9 

Upper Arkansas 56 $341,575 13 

Upper Republican 26 $182,824 9 

Verdigris 2327 $7,400,230 2867 

Walnut 58 $628,763 23 

TOTAL 8403 $27,201,851 5471 
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Interstate Water Issues 
Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources 
 

Accomplishments 

 

The accomplishments and activities listed in the table below focus on the interstate water work funded in part 

by the State Water Plan Fund.  Work on the Kansas-Oklahoma Arkansas River Compact, Big Blue River 

Compact, Missouri River issues, and western states issues are funded through the state general fund, so it is not 

covered here. 

Interstate Water Issues Program Budgets and Tasks 

 

Tasks 

FY 2010 

Appropriati

on 

FY 2011    

Appropr iat

ion 

FY 2012          

Appropriati

on 

$336,231  $427,419  $513,443  

Increasing use of high-efficiency irrigation systems like center 

pivot sprinklers and subsurface drip from groundwater sources in 

Colorado decreases the amount of irrigation water returning to the 

river.  Kansas negotiated and reached agreement on changes to the 

H-I model that measures compliance with the compact to 

incorporate these changes. 

N/A N/A Ark 

Review and negotiate improvements to Coloradoôs use of the 

ñOffset Accountò whereby Colorado water users are allowed to 

replace their depletions to stateline flow with water deposited in 

John Martin Reservoir. 

  Ark 

Negotiated and reached agreement on Coloradoôs proposed 

irrigation efficiency rules to replace depletions to the river caused 

by improved irrigation system efficiency from surface water 

sources. 

N/A Ark N/A 

Coordinate with Kansas ditch companies and Colorado officials 

on calls for Kansas water stored in John Martin Reservoir.  

Optimize timing and river conditions for best delivery.  Monitor 

release and delivery to protect Kansasô rightful entitlement. 

Ark Ark Ark 

Field inspect and/or remotely monitor water use for compact 

compliance. 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Prepare Kansasô compact compliance data, analyze Colorado and 

Nebraskaôs data, conduct model runs, and resolve disputes over 

data. 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Defend Kansasô interests in negotiations and subsequent 

nonbinding arbitration Colorado has initiated over its North Fork 

Republican River augmentation plan. 

Republican  Republican  Republican 

Bring and prosecute enforcement action in the United States 

Supreme Court against Nebraska for their overuse of the 

Republican River in 2005 and 2006 in violation of the compact 

and 2003 settlement. 

Republican Republican Republican 
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Kansas Interstate River Compacts 

 

 

 

Basin Management and Enhanced Water Management  
Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources 
 

These complementary programs were previously combined in the Subbasin Water Resources Management 

Program.  They are now separately administered under new names, but they are presented together here because 

their work is closely related. 

 

Defend Kansasô interests in the nonbinding arbitration Nebraska 

initiated over its crediting issue. 
Republican     

Monitor Colorado and Nebraska water laws, court cases and 

policies. 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Attend stakeholder meetings throughout the basins and provide 

updates on river issues. 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Represent Kansas at all compact meetings, prepare engineering 

committee and state reports, participate in meeting and work 

session, review and correct minutes, and follow up on committee 

assignments. 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Ark & 

Republican 

Pursue compact compliance enforcement action against Colorado 

and Nebraska for their overuse since 2002. 
Republican Republican Republican 
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¶ Basin Management Team staff (three positions based in Topeka) analyze aquifer and stream systems in 

areas identified by the Kansas Water Plan as having water resource declines or other problems to 

provide support for policy development.  They also work with groundwater management districts and 

other stakeholders to develop and evaluate strategies to protect water rights and improve water resource 

sustainability. 

¶ Enhanced Water Management staff (one position in Parsons, one in Stockton, one in Garden City, and 

three in Stafford) collect data and perform compliance and enforcement activities to advance Kansas 

Water Plan objectives and priorities, including metering water use and reducing instances of over 

pumping. 

 

Accomplishments: See table below.
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Basin Management and Enhanced Water Management Program Budgets and Tasks 

  FY 2010 Appropriation FY 2011 Appropriation FY 2012 Appropriation 

  BMT  EWM  BMT  EWM  BMT  EWM  

   $   191,133   $   445,977   $   168,443   $   388,870   $   336,482   $   365,362  

  $637,111  $557,313  $704,584  

              

Tasks           

Collaboratively develop/refine hydrologic models. GMD 5, GMD 3, Ozark GMD 5, GMD 3,  Lower Republican, Lower Arkansas 

Review model results to increase understanding, determine 

water availability, and develop management alternatives. 

GMD 3, GMD 4, GMD 5, Ozark, 

Lower Ark  
GMD 3, GMD 4, GMD 5, Ozark GMD 3, GMD 4, GMD 5 

Assist the CE in evaluating and developing regulations 

related to improving management of aquifers. 
Ozark, Ogallala  

Ozark, Ogallala, 

Flex Accounts 
 

Ogallala, Flex 

Accounts 
 

Help water users evaluate options to lessen the impacts the 

2011 drought.   
      

Collect thousands of groundwater and surface water data in 

each project area. 
      

Compile and analyze data, publish reports on the 

hydrologic condition of basins. 
      

Achieve water savings through compliance and 

enforcement activities in targeted areas. 
      

Complete thousands of water right compliance checks.  

Hodgeman, 

Ness co's and 

Spring River 

basins 

 

Verdigris, Fall 

and Elk River 

basins 

 TBD 

Instrument sites, collect and analyze data for impairment 

investigations. 
      

Perform analyses and reporting for periodic review of 

existing intensive groundwater use control areas (IGUCA). 
N/A  

McPherson, 

Burrton 
 

McPherson, 

Burrton, TBD 
 

Help administer the Kansas Watershed Restoration and 

Protection Strategy (ñWRAPSò) program as a member of 

the WRAPS Workgroup 
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Provide technical assistance to the KDA_Division of 

Conservation for administering the Conservation Reserve 

Enhancement Program and Water Right Transition 

Assistance Program. 
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Figure 2.  Map of Hydrologic Models 
 

 
Figure 1. Map of Monitoring Wells and Streamgage Sites 
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Water Use 
Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources 
 

FY 2010 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2010 Appropriation: $     60,000  

 

Through a 50-50 cost-share cooperative agreement, two U.S. Geological Survey scientists spend part of their 

time working at the Division of Water Resources office.  These scientists perform quality-control checks on 

water use reports from municipalities and other water users throughout the state. This involves resolving any 

apparent discrepancies in the data, as well as coding the water use reports for data entry.  Division of Water 

Resources staff enters the water use data in the Water Rights Information System database.  The data is 

compiled and provided to the Kansas Water Office, which publishes water use summaries and maps by basin in 

the Kansas Water Plan and in other reports.  The Divison of Water Resources annually publishes municipal 

water use reports, and maintains a reference guide that lists public water suppliers, purchasers and sellers. The 

program also prepares a list of public water suppliers that have more than 30 percent ñunaccounted forò water 

and provides the list to the Kansas Water Office and the Kansas Rural Water Association so they can help 

public water suppliers reduce their ñunaccounted forò water.  

 

FY 2011 Accomplishments 

 

FY 2011 Appropriation:   $   46,200  

 

The Cooperative agreement with U. S. Geological Survey continued in FY 2011, at a reduced funding level.  

Report generation was reduced; however a summary of annual water use for 2009 and a list of public water 

suppliers that have more than 30 percent ñunaccounted forò water was prepared and delivered to the Kansas 

Water Office for contracting with the Kansas Rural Water Association.  

 

FY 2012 Current Activities 

 

FY 2012 Appropriation:  $       83,697  

 

The Cooperative agreement with U. S. Geological Survey continued in FY 2012, at a reduced funding level.  

Report generation was reduced; however a summary of annual water use for 2010 and a list of public water 

suppliers that have more than 30 percent ñunaccounted forò water will be prepared and delivered to the Kansas 

Water Office for contracting with the Kansas Rural Water Association.  

 

A portion of a program to collect water use data on-line will be funded by the State Water Plan, including a 

cooperative agreement with the Kansas Geologic Survey (KGS).  The KGS has developed the data input 

screens, collects the water use data from the users, then provides the data to the DWR.  DWR has developed the 

coding screens and views necessary to process the data.  This project will be rigorously tested this water use 

year.   
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